Massachusetts Department of Higher Education

MassTransfer Policy Guidelines (updated Spring 2015)

Chapter 15A, Section 9 (v) of the General Laws of Massachusetts includes within the powers and duties of the Board of Higher Education to “develop and implement a transfer compact for the purpose of facilitating and fostering the transfer of students without the loss of academic credit or standing from one public institution to another.”

In June 2008, the Board of Higher Education accepted the Final Report from the Commonwealth Transfer Advisory Group which included a new statewide transfer policy: MassTransfer.  MassTransfer seeks to provide a broad population of students with straightforward and understandable options toward the completion of associate and baccalaureate degrees, clearing the way for student access and student success in Massachusetts’ public higher education system.

MassTransfer has two main purposes:

· to provide community college students who complete approved associate degrees under MassTransfer with the benefits of the full transfer and applicability of credit, guaranteed admission, and a tuition waiver (each benefit based on the student’s final grade point average) to linked baccalaureate programs; and

· to provide any student in the Massachusetts public higher education system the intermediate goal of completing a portable transfer block (“MassTransfer Block”) which satisfies general education/distribution/core requirements across institutions (with the receiving institution able to add no more than six additional credits/two courses). 

MassTransfer integrates and replaces the Commonwealth Transfer Compact, Joint Admissions, and the Tuition Advantage Program as of fall 2009. Community college students who matriculated prior to fall 2009 and who choose to continue in the Commonwealth Transfer Compact and/or Joint Admissions Program will be required to complete their associate degrees by August 2013 and must matriculate at a Massachusetts state university or University of Massachusetts campus by fall 2014.
Students matriculating in fall 2009 as well as currently enrolled students may accumulate courses leading toward the completion of an approved associate degree under MassTransfer or the MassTransfer Block.  The policy benefits will apply to students who complete either an approved associate degree or the MassTransfer Block beginning fall 2010, regardless of initial date of enrollment. 
A student seeking readmission as a matriculated student to an institution previously attended—whether on a full-time or part-time basis—is held to the receiving institution’s readmission policies.  However, if eligible for readmission, the receiving institution is strongly encouraged to honor the MassTransfer policy.
(The MassTransfer policy is reprinted below in the left-hand column with implementation guidelines in the right-hand column.)

Section I: For students completing an associate degree under MassTransfer at a Massachusetts community college

	MASSTRANSFER POLICY
	GUIDELINES

	A student completing an associate degree program under MassTransfer will have graduated with a minimum of 60 credit hours and will have completed the following 34-credit general education transfer block, exclusive of developmental coursework: 
	Associate degree programs initially identified by the community colleges as meeting eligibility requirements under MassTransfer (a minimum of 60 credits and completion of the MassTransfer Block) are sent from the community colleges to the state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses for review and response.
See Section A(ii) for additional review information for the state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses.
Once approved, each associate degree program under MassTransfer will be linked to baccalaureate degrees and schools. 

To certify completion of an associate degree under MassTransfer, the sending institution will designate the student’s transcript as “MassTransfer.”


	English Composition/Writing
6 credit hours

Behavioral and/or Social Sciences
9 credit hours

Humanities and/or Fine Arts
9 credit hours

Natural and/or Physical Science
7 credit hours

Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning
3 credit hours

Total_____________________________34 credit hours
	Only college-level course credits consistent with the standards set forth in the 1989 Undergraduate Experience recommendations are included under MassTransfer.
The 6 credit hours of English Composition/Writing should involve the development of complex and abstract ideas for different writing situations and emphasize the different steps of the writing process leading to fluent, effective expression. Courses that are concerned primarily with grammar, usage, punctuation, or grammatical sentence and paragraphs do not meet this requirement and should not receive credit toward the degree.
The 9 credit hour requirement in Behavioral or Social Sciences must be satisfied in Behavioral and/or Social Sciences.

The 9 credit hour requirement in Humanities and Fine Arts must be satisfied in Humanities and/or Fine Arts.

The 7 credit hour requirement in Natural or Physical Science must consist of at least one course with a lab component.

The 3 credit hours in Mathematics courses should build upon the competencies acquired during the equivalent of four years of high school, including Algebra I & II and Geometry or Trigonometry, or comparable coursework . Courses covering computational concepts only will not meet this requirement and should not carry credit toward the degree. Courses designed to teach students how to apply mathematics to specific fields, such as those offered in community college occupational programs, may be offered for credit toward the degree to be earned in those programs but will not be considered equivalent to college-level mathematics for the purpose of transfer of credit to baccalaureate institutions.

	Each associate degree program under MassTransfer is linked to baccalaureate degrees and schools at the Massachusetts state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses across the Commonwealth. The list of associate degree programs and linked baccalaureate programs under MassTransfer will be available at www.mass.edu/masstransfer.
	Approved associate degrees under MassTransfer are community college associate degree programs determined by the state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses as meeting eligibility requirements.  Eligibility may be impacted by substitutions or exemptions to the approved Associate’s degree curriculum. 

	A student completing an associate degree who seeks admission to a linked baccalaureate program under MassTransfer will be entitled to the following benefits based upon the final cumulative grade point average at the community college awarding the degree:
	

	A. Partial benefits will be awarded to a student with a final cumulative grade point average of a 2.0 or higher 
	The sending institution, not the receiving institution, is responsible for calculating the student’s cumulative grade point average for the purposes of determining whether the student meets the requirements of MassTransfer.  Receiving institutions will not recalculate the grade point average in order to determine whether the student qualifies as a MassTransfer student.  Developmental coursework should not be included when calculating the cumulative GPA.  
If the program or major the MassTransfer student wishes to enter requires a higher cumulative grade point average than the 2.0 specified by MassTransfer, or has other special requirements for admission, MassTransfer students are to be treated like native students.



	i. Waives the admissions application fee,  essay, and letter(s) of recommendation.
	Students complete a MassTransfer application form; i.e. traditional admissions applications may be used if there is an option for students to indicate completion of an associate degree under MassTransfer.


	ii. Guarantees the full transfer of college-level credits, including “D” grades, but excluding D- (.70)or lower, applied to the degree requirements of the linked baccalaureate degree or school at the state university or University of Massachusetts campus such that the MassTransfer student will be required to complete no more credits or courses than a native student with the following stipulations:

The student changes his or her major.

If the linked baccalaureate program requires a higher grade point average or specific courses for the major which are required of native students, the MassTransfer student must meet these requirements. 
	“Full transfer” ensures that a minimum of 60 credits must be transferred and applied to the linked baccalaureate program.  The state university or University of Massachusetts campus must ensure that the MassTransfer student complete no more credits or courses than a native student (notwithstanding the identified stipulations).

For example, if the linked baccalaureate degree program requires a total of 120 credits, “full transfer” means that the student will have a maximum of 60 credits remaining to complete the degree program.  If the linked baccalaureate degree program requires a total of 128 credits, the student will have a maximum of 68 credits remaining to complete the degree program.  If specific courses for the major are required of native students, the MassTransfer student must meet these requirements. 

If a MassTransfer community college student presents credits beyond the associate degree requirements, the receiving institution may, but is not required, to accept additional credits for transfer.
If the receiving institution allows “D” (1.0) grades to count toward fulfillment of graduation requirements for native students, it will do so for MassTransfer students also.  If the receiving institution requires grades higher than a “D” (1.0) for pre-requisite requirements or for courses in the major, it will do so for MassTransfer students also.  MassTransfer students are treated like native students. 

The acceptance of “D” (1.0) grades in courses that go beyond the minimum 60 transfer credits will be at the discretion of the receiving institution.
The receiving institution will interpret the “change of major” provision in the same way as it does for native students who change their programs or majors. Students who complete general liberal arts or science programs who declare majors in the liberal arts or sciences after transfer are not considered to have changed their programs.  
For example, a MassTransfer student who completed an approved general Associate in Arts program, often called “Liberal Arts and Science” or “Liberal Arts Transfer,” and who declares a major in History upon admission to the receiving institution, has not changed his or her program. 


	iii. Satisfies the general education requirements at the receiving institution with the receiving institution able to add no more than six additional credits / two courses in compliance with the New England Association of Schools and Colleges’ Standards for Accreditation. This will apply when the receiving institution already places these requirements on its native students and will determine at its discretion which credits, if any, shall be required. 
	The MassTransfer Block is to be considered as representing a breadth of knowledge and set of student learning outcomes that is comparable to the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements.  There is no guarantee that a student will complete identical individual courses.  

The MassTransfer Block is to be applied toward the fulfillment of the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements.  If the receiving institution’s requirements are in excess of the MassTransfer Block, the receiving institution may require the student to complete no more than six additional credits/two courses and will determine which credits/courses shall be required.  
For example, if the receiving institution has general education requirements for all undergraduates totaling 45 credits, a MassTransfer student may be required to complete six additional credits/two courses by the receiving institution.  
Any additional credits/courses must fall within the student’s remaining degree requirements such that the MassTransfer student complete no more credits or courses than a native student to complete the baccalaureate program. The receiving institution may not require MassTransfer students to complete general education/ distribution/core credits beyond those required of native students.  
For example, if the linked baccalaureate degree program requires a total of 120 credits, the MassTransfer student will have a maximum of 60 credits remaining to complete the degree program. 




	Note: College-level course credits consistent with the standards set forth in the Undergraduate Experience recommendations are included under MassTransfer. Credits awarded by the sending institution through CLEP, challenge examinations, and credit for prior learning shall be included when a student qualifies under MassTransfer.
	The sending institution is responsible for evaluating non-traditional college-level credits and for indicating such credits on the MassTransfer student’s transcript information in a clear manner.
Receiving institutions will use the same criteria for MassTransfer applicants as it does for its native students when evaluating non-traditional college-level credits.  



	B. Partial benefits will be awarded to a student with a  final cumulative grade point average of a 2.5 or higher 

i. Grants all of the benefits outlined in section 1A.

ii. Guarantees admission to the linked baccalaureate degree or school at a Massachusetts state university or University of Massachusetts campus with the following stipulations: 

If the linked baccalaureate program requires a higher grade point average which is required of native students, the MassTransfer student must meet this requirement. 

If because of space or fiscal limitations the receiving institution does not admit all qualified applicants to a given major or program, the receiving institution will use the same criteria for MassTransfer applicants as it does for its native students. 

Students must be in good academic, fiscal and disciplinary standing with all previous institutions. 
	This section adds guaranteed admission to the benefits outlined above in 1A. All implementation guidelines in section 1A apply to this section.
If the program or major the MassTransfer student wishes to enter requires a higher cumulative grade point average than the 2.5 specified by MassTransfer, or has other special requirements for admission, MassTransfer students are to be treated like native students.
Admission may be deferred to a subsequent semester due to unanticipated space limitations at the discretion of the receiving institution.


	C. All benefits will be awarded to a student with a final cumulative grade point average of a 3.0 or higher 

i. Grants all of the benefits outlined in sections 1A and 1B.
	This section adds a 33% tuition waiver to the benefits outlined above, for all MassTransfer approved programs.

All implementation guidelines in sections 1A and 1B apply to this section.
Special Note: The same tuition waiver will be applied to associate degree programs that do not qualify for MassTransfer but have Additional Transfer Agreements (ATA) with programs at state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses that guarantee admission and full transfer and applicability of credits to the baccalaureate degree. (See Appendix A).

	ii. Guarantees a tuition waiver equal to 33% of the Massachusetts resident tuition rate at a state university or University campus for two years of undergraduate enrollment with the following requirements:

Enrollment is continuous at the state university or University campus.

The student earns a cumulative grade point average of a 3.0 or higher for the first year of enrollment at the state university or University of Massachusetts campus.

Note: For students demonstrating compelling hardships, institutions may exercise professional judgment regarding the above conditions.
	To receive the tuition waiver, students must matriculate within a year after receipt of the associate degree.  Students may continue to take courses at—but may not matriculate into—any other public or private higher education institution after completion of the associate degree and before matriculating into the linked baccalaureate program.
The 3.0 cumulative grade point average required for the tuition waiver should be determined at the point of the completion of the associate degree, and not include courses beyond the associate degree.

If a student has completed all degree requirements, but the community college does not award associate degrees in that semester, an official  letter should accompany the transcript certifying the student has completed all degree requirements. 

	
	To receive the tuition waiver, students must matriculate into state-funded academic programs.  Because evening, weekend, summer and other “continuing education” programs are not state-funded, students matriculating into those programs will not receive the tuition waiver.

Non-Massachusetts residents (out-of-state and international students) are eligible for the tuition waiver.  They receive the dollar equivalent tuition waiver that a Massachusetts resident would receive. Part-time students are eligible for the tuition waiver, provided they matriculate into state-funded programs. Their waiver is based on the number of credits in which they enroll.

To receive a tuition waiver for the second year, students must have earned a cumulative 3.0 grade point average at the end of the second semester. Failure to achieve a 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the end of the second semester negates a student’s eligibility for the tuition waiver in either of the next two semesters.

The tuition waiver can be applied for a maximum of two years (four semesters), regardless of whether the student is attending on a full- or part-time basis. 

Because the definition of “Eligible Student” requires that students provide documentation of TAP eligibility, “adequate documentation” for auditing purposes requires that each student file needs to contain documentation that the student is eligible for the tuition waiver.  Each campus may define the type of documentation (certificate, etc.) necessary for the student file. With approval from the Department of Higher Education, maintaining verification lists (see above) of students’ eligibility at each campus in both the Bursars and Financial Aid offices will be considered “adequate documentation.”


Section II: For students completing the MassTransfer Block at any Massachusetts higher education institution with a 2.0 or higher grade point average.
	MASSTRANSFER POLICY
	POLICY GUIDELINES

	A student completing the MassTransfer Block will have earned the following 34 credit hours outlined below, exclusive of developmental coursework. 

English Composition/Writing
6 credit hours

Behavioral and/or Social Sciences
9 credit hours

Humanities and/or Fine Arts
9 credit hours

Natural and/or Physical Science

7 credit hours

Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning
3 credit hours

Total_____________________________34 credit hours
	Only college-level course credits consistent with the standards set forth in the 1989 Undergraduate Experience recommendations are included under MassTransfer.

The 6 credit hours of English Composition/Writing should involve the development of complex and abstract ideas for different writing situations and emphasize the different steps of the writing process leading to fluent, effective expression. Courses that are concerned primarily with grammar, usage, punctuation, or grammatical sentence and paragraphs do not meet this requirement and should not receive credit toward the degree.
The 9 credit hour requirement in Behavioral or Social Sciences must be satisfied in Behavioral and/or Social Sciences.

The 9 credit hour requirement in Humanities and Fine Arts must be satisfied in Humanities and/or Fine Arts.

The 7 credit hour requirement in Natural or Physical Science must consist of at least one course with a lab component.

The 3 credit hours in Mathematics courses should build upon the competencies acquired during the equivalent of at least three years of high school algebra and geometry. Courses covering computational concepts only will not meet this requirement and should not carry credit toward the degree. Courses designed to teach students how to apply mathematics to specific fields, such as those offered in community college occupational programs, may be offered for credit toward the degree to be earned in those programs but will not be considered equivalent to college-level mathematics for the purpose of transfer of credit to baccalaureate institutions.

	Students completing the 34-credit MassTransfer Block (exclusive of developmental coursework) with a 2.0 or higher grade point average will be entitled to the following benefit*: 

*Note: Excluding “D-“ (.70) grades.
	The sending institution will evaluate the student’s MassTransfer Block completion status when the student requests such review.

Students must achieve a minimum 2.0 GPA in the 34-credit MassTransfer Block. The sending institution, not the receiving institution, is responsible for calculating the student’s grade point average for the purposes of determining whether the student meets the requirements of the MassTransfer Block.  Receiving institutions will not recalculate the grade point average.  

It is mandatory for all public higher education institutions, both two-year and four-year, to  designate completion, and if possible, to include pending status, of the MassTransfer Block.  The sending institution will designate the student’s transcript as “MassTransfer Complete,” or “MassTransfer Pending” if possible. 
If the receiving institution allows “D” (1.0), excluding “D-“ (.70), grades to count toward fulfillment of general education/distribution/core requirements for native students, it will do so for MassTransfer Block students also. If the receiving institution requires grades higher than a “D” for pre-requisite requirements, it will do so for MassTransfer Block students also. MassTransfer Block students are treated like native students. 
The acceptance of “D” grades in courses that go beyond the 34-credit MassTransfer Block will be at the discretion of the receiving institution.

Completion of the MassTransfer Block does not guarantee admission to an institution or program.


	Satisfies the general education requirements at the receiving institution with the receiving institution able to add no more than six additional credits/two courses in compliance with the New England Association of Schools and Colleges’ Standards for Accreditation. This will apply when the receiving institution already places these requirements on its native students and will determine at its discretion which credits, if any, shall be required. Students enrolled in a specific major or degree program may be required to take additional courses if these courses are specifically required for the major or program and are required of native students.
	The MassTransfer Block is to be considered as representing a breadth of knowledge and set of student learning outcomes that is comparable to the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements.  There is no guarantee that a student will complete identical individual courses.
A sending institution may determine that a student has completed the MassTransfer Block with fewer than 34 credits if the student was appropriately waived from courses according to established institutional policies.
For example, a state university may have a policy which waives an incoming student from Composition I based upon placement test scores and place the student directly into Composition II.  In subsequent evaluation of MassTransfer Block completion, the sending institution thus may determine that the student completed the English Composition/Writing portion of the MassTransfer Block.     

The MassTransfer Block is to be applied toward the fulfillment of the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements.  If the receiving institution’s requirements are in excess of the MassTransfer Block, the receiving institution may require the student to complete no more than six additional credits/two courses and will determine which credits/courses shall be required.  

For example, if the receiving institution has general education requirements for all undergraduates totaling 45 credits, a MassTransfer student may be required to complete six additional credits/two courses by the receiving institution.  

If the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements total less than 34 credits, any credits beyond the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements will be applied to the degree at the discretion of the institution.

For example, if the receiving institution’s general education/distribution/core requirements total 21 credits, the additional 13 credits of the MassTransfer Block will be applied to the degree at the discretion of the institution.
If a student presents credits beyond the MassTransfer Block requirements, the receiving institution may, but is not required, to accept additional credits for transfer. 
The sending institution must certify completion of the MassTransfer Block.  If the student subsequently transfers to more than one public or independent higher education institution, the student retains MassTransfer Block completion status. Massachusetts public higher education receiving institutions may require the student to complete no more than six additional credits/two courses and will determine which credits/courses shall be required.     


	Note: College-level course credits consistent with the standards set forth in the Undergraduate Experience recommendations are included under MassTransfer. Credits awarded by the sending institution through CLEP, challenge examinations, and credit for prior learning shall be included when a student qualifies under MassTransfer.
	The sending institution is responsible for evaluating non-traditional college-level credits and for indicating such credits on the MassTransfer student’s transcript information in a clear manner.

Receiving institutions will use the same criteria for MassTransfer applicants as it does for its native students when evaluating non-traditional college-level credits.  




Section III: Information Sharing

	MASSTRANSFER POLICY
	POLICY GUIDELINES

	The Massachusetts public higher education institutions agree to share information about participating students as set forth in this Section, to the extent permissible under appropriate statutes, regulations and institutional policies regarding confidentiality of student records. This exchange of information allows institutions to provide students with the broadest range of academic choices and support services, thereby creating an environment conducive to academic success.

A. To the extent permissible under applicable law, the Massachusetts community colleges agree to provide upon request the state universities and the University of Massachusetts campuses with directory information, as defined by the respective community college, such as names, addresses, and majors for participating students enrolled on their campuses.

B. To the extent permissible under applicable law, the state universities and the University of Massachusetts campuses agree to provide non-identifying student information on MassTransfer students such as graduation and retention rates, grade point averages, and academic majors and degree programs upon request from the community colleges. Any release of such information shall not, directly or indirectly, transmit personally identifying information about any student who has not granted permission for participating institutions to share such information.
C. Each state university and University of Massachusetts campus agrees to provide freshman applicants not offered admission with information on MassTransfer if the applicant is potentially suitable for participation. The state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses will provide the appropriate community college(s) with names and addresses of all such applicants who grant permission for the release of this information.
	


	In order to encourage students who are academically suspended, or who otherwise leave the state university or University of Massachusetts campus while not in good academic standing, to consider educational opportunities at the community colleges, the state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses agree to undertake reasonable efforts to provide community colleges with the names, addresses and other pertinent academic records of such students who grant permission for the release of this information.
	


Section IV: Oversight of MassTransfer

	MASSTRANSFER POLICY
	POLICY GUIDELINES

	The Department of Higher Education will bring the MassTransfer Steering Committee together once a semester.  The MassTransfer Steering Committee will be composed of at least one representative from participating institutions.  It is expected that the institutional representation will include individuals whose primary responsibilities involves transfer affairs.
The MassTransfer Steering Committee may create Subcommittees including, but not limited to, Appeals, Statewide Transfer Alignment, and to address other issues that pertain to MassTransfer Policy issues and benefits.

A subcommittee to update the MassTransfer Policy Guidelines will be formed every three years and will be charged with reviewing the guidelines.  



	


Section V: Further Understandings

	MASSTRANSFER POLICY
	IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES

	Notwithstanding any provision of this policy, MassTransfer does not:

1. Preclude community colleges or the state universities or University of Massachusetts campuses from entering into similar agreements with other institutions of higher education.

2. Prevent the state universities or University of Massachusetts from admitting community college students through existing admission processes.

3. Limit a state university or University of Massachusetts campus from eliminating a school, department or degree program.

4. Ensure eligibility for federal, state, or institutional financial assistance.
5. Provide any guarantees or representations regarding tuition rates or fees at the community colleges, state universities, or University of Massachusetts.
	


APPENDIX A:  Students completing an associate degree through Additional Transfer Agreements

The Final Report from the Commonwealth Transfer Advisory Group accepted by the Board of Higher Education in June 2008 includes the following recommendation under Goal 1 to Implement the MassTransfer policy effective academic year 2009-10:

Confer the same tuition waiver identified in MassTransfer to associate degree programs that do not qualify for MassTransfer but have articulation agreements with programs at state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses that guarantee admission and full transfer and applicability of credits to the baccalaureate degree.
	ADDITIONAL TRANSFER AGREEMENTS
	IMPLEMENTATION GUIDELINES

	A student completing an associate degree program through an Additional Transfer Agreement will have graduated with a minimum of 60 credit hours, exclusive of developmental coursework.
	Associate degree programs initially identified by the community colleges as meeting eligibility requirements (a minimum of 60 credits) are sent from the community colleges to the state universities and University of Massachusetts campuses for review and response.

Once approved, each associate degree program through an Additional Transfer Agreement will be linked to baccalaureate degrees and schools. 



	A student completing an associate degree who seeks admission to a linked baccalaureate program through an Additional Transfer Agreement will be entitled to the following benefits based upon the final cumulative grade point average at the community college awarding the degree:
	

	A. A final cumulative grade point average of a 2.0 or higher 
	The sending institution, not the receiving institution, is responsible for calculating the student’s cumulative grade point average for the purposes of determining whether the student meets the requirements.  Receiving institutions will not recalculate the grade point average in order to determine whether the student qualifies unless developmental coursework is included in the cumulative grade point average calculation.

If the program or major the student wishes to enter requires a higher cumulative grade point average than the 2.0 GPA, or has other special requirements for admission, students are to be treated like native students.



	i. Waives the admissions application fee and essay 
	Students complete a MassTransfer application form.  Traditional admissions applications may be used as well.  

	ii. Guarantees the full transfer of college-level credits, including “D” grades, applied to the degree requirements of the linked baccalaureate degree or school at the state university or University of Massachusetts campus such that the student completing an associate degree through an Additional Transfer Agreement will be required to complete no more credits or courses than a native student with the following stipulations:

The student changes his or her major.

If the linked baccalaureate program requires a higher grade point average or specific courses for the major which are required of native students, the transfer student must meet these requirements. 
	“Full transfer” ensures that a minimum of 60 credits must be transferred and applied to the linked baccalaureate program.  The state university or University of Massachusetts campus must ensure that the student completing an associate degree through an Additional Transfer Agreement completes no more credits or courses than a native student (notwithstanding the identified stipulations).

For example, if the linked baccalaureate degree program requires a total of 120 credits, “full transfer” means that the student will have a maximum of 60 credits remaining to complete the degree program.  If the linked baccalaureate degree program requires a total of 128 credits, the student will have a maximum of 68 credits remaining to complete the degree program.  If specific courses for the major are required of native students, the student must meet these requirements. 

If a community college student presents credits beyond the associate degree requirements, the receiving institution may, but is not required, to accept additional credits for transfer.

If the receiving institution allows “D” (1.0) grades to count toward fulfillment of graduation requirements for native students, it will do so for students completing an associate degree through an Additional Transfer Agreement also.  If the receiving institution requires grades higher than a “D” for pre-requisite requirements or for courses in the major, it will do so for students also.  Students are treated like native students. 

The acceptance of “D” grades in courses that go beyond the minimum 60 transfer credits will be at the discretion of the receiving institution.
The receiving institution will interpret the “change of major” provision in the same way as it does for native students who change their programs or majors. Students who complete general liberal arts or science programs who declare majors in the liberal arts or sciences after transfer are not considered to have changed their programs.  

	Note: College-level course credits consistent with the standards set forth in the Undergraduate Experience recommendations are included. Credits awarded by the sending institution through CLEP, challenge examinations, and credit for prior learning shall be included.
	The sending institution is responsible for evaluating non-traditional college-level credits and for indicating such credits on the student’s transcript information in a clear manner.

Receiving institutions will use the same criteria for MassTransfer applicants as it does for its native students when evaluating non-traditional college-level credits.  



	B. A final cumulative grade point average of a 2.5 or higher 

i. Grants all of the benefits outlined in section A.

ii. Guarantees admission to the linked baccalaureate degree or school at a Massachusetts state university or University of Massachusetts campus with the following stipulations: 

If the linked baccalaureate program requires a higher grade point average which is required of native students, the student must meet this requirement. 

If because of space or fiscal limitations the receiving institution does not admit all qualified applicants to a given major or program, the receiving institution will use the same criteria for students completing an associate degree through an Additional Transfer Agreement applicants as it does for its native students. 

Students must be in good academic, fiscal and disciplinary standing with all previous institutions. 
	This section adds guaranteed admission to the benefits outlined above.

If the program or major the student wishes to enter requires a higher cumulative grade point average than 2.5 or has other special requirements for admission, students completing an associate degree through an Additional Transfer Agreement are to be treated like native students.

Admission may be deferred to a subsequent semester due to unanticipated space limitations at the discretion of the receiving institution.



	C. A final cumulative grade point average of a 3.0 or higher 

i. Grants all of the benefits outlined in sections A and B.
	This section adds a 33% tuition waiver to the benefits outlined above.

All implementation guidelines in sections A and B apply to this section.



	ii. Guarantees a tuition waiver equal to 33% of the Massachusetts resident tuition rate at a state university or University campus for two years of undergraduate enrollment with the following requirements:

Enrollment is continuous at the state university or University campus.

The student earns a cumulative grade point average of a 3.0 or higher for the first year of enrollment at the state university or University of Massachusetts campus.

Note: For students demonstrating compelling hardships, institutions may exercise professional judgment regarding the above conditions.
	To receive the tuition waiver, students must matriculate within a year after receipt of the associate degree.  Students may continue to take courses at—but may not matriculate into—any other public or private higher education institution after completion of the associate degree and before matriculating into the linked baccalaureate program.

The 3.0 cumulative grade point average required for the tuition waiver should be determined at the point of the completion of the associate degree, and not include courses beyond the associate degree.

If a student has completed all degree requirements, but the community college does not award associate degrees in that semester, an official  letter should accompany the transcript certifying the student has completed all degree requirements. 

	
	To receive the tuition waiver, students must matriculate into state-funded academic programs.  Because evening, weekend, summer and other “continuing education” programs are not state-funded, students matriculating into those programs will not receive the tuition waiver at the discretion of the institution.

Non-Massachusetts residents (out-of-state and international students) are eligible for the tuition waiver.  They receive the dollar equivalent tuition waiver that a Massachusetts resident would receive. Part-time students are eligible for the tuition waiver, provided they matriculate into state-funded programs. Their waiver is based on the number of credits in which they enroll.

To receive a tuition waiver for the second year, students must have earned a cumulative 3.0 grade point average at the end of the second semester. Failure to achieve a 3.0 cumulative grade point average at the end of the second semester negates a student’s eligibility for the tuition waiver in either of the next two semesters.

The tuition waiver can be applied for a maximum of two years (four semesters), regardless of whether the student is attending on a full- or part-time basis. 

Because the definition of “Eligible Student” requires that students provide documentation of TAP eligibility, “adequate documentation” for auditing purposes requires that each student file needs to contain documentation that the student is eligible for the tuition waiver.  Each campus may define the type of documentation (certificate, etc.) necessary for the student file. With approval from the Department of Higher Education, maintaining verification lists (see above) of students’ eligibility at each campus in both the Bursars and Financial Aid offices will be considered “adequate documentation.”


PAGE  
1

