Civic Learning in Context Conference

MA Dept. of Higher Education

bt wt ot

The Challenges of Political Learning and
Engagement — Now

Nancy Thomas, Ishara Casellas Connors, and Margaret McKenna

INSTITUTE FOR .
Jonathan M. Tisch
DEMOCRACYe:  Tufts | &t i tire

NATIONAL STUDY OF
LVE LEARNING, VOTING,
AND ENGAGEMENT

Your Students’ Voting and

+ The first objective Registration Rates
measure of college o ivargn
student voting 46.8% 18.8%

* Aservice to campuses

« A database for research —— e St

+ Over 1000 institutions

« All states e

+ 8.5 million college l l = i_i_-_
student records for each T T aa——
election year e v T v

2012 Student Voting Rates by Field of

Education
iz Professions

Social sciences

Communication, Journalism, and Relsted Pr..  45.9%
Multy/interdisciplinary Studies. 5.5
Paychology
Liberal Arts and Sclences, General Studles a.. 44,75
Trades sa.a%
‘Agriculture, Agriculture Operations, and Rel.
Business, Management, Marketing, and Rel..
Visual and performing Arts. a2.7%
Technologles/Technicians. av.a%
Blological and Biomedical Sciences
Physical Sciences.
Computer and Infarmation Sciences and Sup.
Parks, Recreation, Leisure and Fitress Studl..
> Mathematics and Statistics
Engineering 26,19

Scurce: Tiach Colege's Inaitutefor Demacracy ané Wighes E2ucation(IDHE) | Natianal Stusy of Lesring, Voting and Engagement (NSLVE]

5/23/2017

Political Learning - Now

v Post-election opportunities and

challenges? %
Overview National Study of @ ‘
Learning, Voting, and Engagement

Overview — studies on campus

climates for political engagement A

Discussion

Adjourn 11:45

2012 Student Voting Rates by Age and

Gender

Female Male

2012 Student Voting Rates by Race

Female Male




Massachusetts NSLVE Institutions

5/23/2017

Massachusetts NSLVE Institutions

| wiohest Rote
| LowestRate

| riohest Rate

| Lowestrate

2012 Avarage Veting Rate

2014 Average Voting Rata

2012 Average Registration Rate

2014 Average Registration Rate

Masters Research
E 74029 6169
(N=21) 52.4% 22.7% (No10)
Research Masters i
(N=10) 49.8% 19.1% (N=21) T72.9% 63.6%
Associates Bachelors
49, 7% 21.1% At &
(N10) i 69.4% 5.6%
Bachalors B g e 8 posociates s g ] 2
; aasmm | (RS : o |t
0 10 20 30 40 S0 60 700 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 4045 o 20 40 60 80 1000 10 20 30 40 S0 €0 70 80 90
Public Private
(N=22) s1.7% 21.5% not-far-prafit 714
Private — o | (N=35)
t-for-profit = 47.8% 9 - 17.6% = i ) e
not-for-profi o e 2 5 Fublie s 60,404 -
(N=35) £ £ S (N=22) 3 2
(] 10 20 30 40 50 60 700 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 4045 .

Massachusetts NSLVE Institutions

2012 Average Registered Voter Turnout

Public . Spatial
(N=22) 74.5% 36.1%
Private — - — -
not-for-profit & 67.006 | = 28.49% =
(N=35) # # = 2

Politi

Campus Climate F

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

ramework

Figure 1. Campus Climate for

|| Highest rate
| vowest nate

2014 Average Registered Voter Turnout

5% 38.4%

Organizational
& b3

- .
100 10 20 30 40 SO 60

35.4%

30.9%

96558

Historic

w0

0

Strong social cohesion among diverse

cs 365 student p

opulations

Social cohesion, strong
student faculty relations
Diversity and equity as
intentional practice
Pervasive political
discussions

Student voice and
agency

Student activism and
electoral engagement
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© The Institute for Democracy and Higher Education, 2017

v’ Strong interpersonal
relationships, particularly
student-faculty

v" A clear commitment to
student well-being on the
part of the faculty and
students toward each other

v Compositional diversity used
as an educational asset

© The Institute for Democracy and Higher Education, 2017




Pervasive political discussions

v Classroom discussions
v Prepared faculty and students

v' Balanced academic and expressive freedom

© The Institute for Democracy and Higher Education, 2017

Active political engagement
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v Traditional political participation, election season “buzz”
v Issue activism and organizing, with or w/o government

v’ Nimble institutions, supportive faculty

© The Institute for Demacracy and Higher Education, 2017

Our Vision:

A Democracy that is...

Participatory: people engage in shaping th
political and social systems that affect their 11ves

Equitable and representational: people have an
equal os)portumty for engagement in social and
political systems, with equitable outcomes

Educated and informed: people have equal access
to quality public education and information

Effectively governed: government systems are
e uitable, ethical, transparent, accountable, and
ollaborative.
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Student agency, power, and shared

responsiblity

v' Students with positional
authority

v’ Students respected for
their views, with or
without positional
authority

v’ Strong student
government association

© The Institute for Democracy and Higher Education, 2017

Call to Action

Treat conflict as a learning opportunity.
Encourage faculty-student relationships and
supportive communities.

Treat diversity as an educational asset .

Create deliberative forums and mini-publics;
respect student voice and activism.

Teach students to participate in and facilitate
discussions on difficult topics. Consider starting
with campus climate issues, such as attitudes
toward free speech and inclusion.

. 'tl)'alk about your NSLVE reports; create an election
uzz.

Resources

Diversity &

Democracy:

Student and

Institutional Politics

Engagement in 365:Fostering

Political Life Campus =
Climate for
Student
Political
Learning and

Talking Politics: Engagement

Guide for Campus
Conversations
about your Voting
Reports



https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
https://www.aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2015/fall
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/NSLVE-Campus-Report-Discussion-Guide2.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/NSLVE-Campus-Report-Discussion-Guide2.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/NSLVE-Campus-Report-Discussion-Guide2.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/NSLVE-Campus-Report-Discussion-Guide2.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/NSLVE-Campus-Report-Discussion-Guide2.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/NSLVE-Campus-Report-Discussion-Guide2.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/wp-content/uploads/IDHE-Report-Politics-365-Campus-Climate.pdf

Where to find...

Ishara.Connors@tufts.edu
nancy.thomas@tufts.edu

Is my campus participating in NSLVE? Look here.
How do I obtain my campus report? Go here.

Where do I go for other resources? Go here.

]Onathan M_ Tlsch INSTITUTE FOR
I.I'Ufts College of Civic Life E{E%?&)%é%%

5/23/2017


mailto:nancy.thomas@tufts.edu
mailto:nancy.thomas@tufts.edu
mailto:nancy.thomas@tufts.edu
mailto:nancy.thomas@tufts.edu
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/research/nslve/participating-nslve-campuses/
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/nslve-faq/nslve-report-inquiry/
http://activecitizen.tufts.edu/idhe/

