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Priorities

Innovation: Facilitating and fostering high-impact innovation throughout the public higher education 
system

Student Success and 
Financial Aid: Supporting 
and advancing student access 
and success through well-
designed, sufficiently funded, 
clear and consistent financial 
aid and success program 
funding

Economic Mobility: 
Increasing the economic 
mobility benefits of 
postsecondary participation

Public Good: Improving 
alignment between public 
good outcomes and 
postsecondary higher 
education opportunities
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BHE Strategic Priorities in Service to Equity Goal

To significantly raise the enrollment, attainment and long-term 
success outcomes among under-represented student populationsEquity 

Goal



BHE Strategic Priority: Student Success & 
Financial Aid
Supporting and advancing student access and success through well-
designed, sufficiently funded, clear and consistent financial aid and success 
program funding

This priority aims to give students the support they need to get both to and 
through college, building on Massachusetts’ recent investments in college access 
and student success. The BHE and DHE will implement well-designed, 
consistently funded financial aid programs, while advancing work to support student 
success and increase college completion rates.



Timeline of New Financial Aid Programs & 
SUCCESS Programs
New & Expanded Financial Aid Programs 
• MassReconnect: Fall 2023
• Expansion of MASSGrant Plus: Fall 2023
• MassEducate: Fall 2024

SUCCESS Programs
• Community College SUCCESS: Launched as planning year in 

2021
• State University SUCCESS: Launched as planning year in 2024



Overview

• Fall 2025 Early Enrollment Data
o Reported to DHE in early October
o Final numbers reported to DHE at the end of the fall semester

• Figures Available Today
o Overall early enrollment by institution, segment, and overall, as of early October 

2025
o Graduation rates as of June 2024
o On-time credit accumulation as of June 2025



Key Takeaways 

• Overall public higher education enrollment in MA is up
o Community college enrollment has grown 38.5% since 2022

• Growth is needed in success 
o Community college completion rate is 35.2% (below the national 

average)
o Overall state university completion rates are down; they are down 

precipitously for Black students and for Hispanic / Latino students 
(down 17% for Black and 14% for Latino students over the last 5 yrs)

• Early indicators of future success are mixed 
o On-time credit accumulation is up for community colleges 
o On-time credit accumulation is down for state universities 



DHE Team Member Presenting Today 

Mario Delci, Ph.D.
Associate Commissioner of Research & Planning



Enrollment & Success Report 
Tableau Story 

https://tableaupub.mass.edu/t/MassachusettsDHE/views/Fall2025EnrollmentEstimates/Story?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y


Recap: Key Takeaways 

1) Overall public higher education enrollment in MA is up
o Community college enrollment has grown 38.5% since 2022

2)   Growth is needed in success 
o Community college completion rate is 35.2% (below the national 

average)
o Overall state university completion rates are down; they are down 

precipitously for Black or African American students and for Hispanic or 
Latino students

3)   Early indicators of future success are mixed 
o On time credit accumulation is up for community colleges 
o On time credit accumulation is down for state universities



Closing and Questions 
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