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1. 2. 3.

Recommended Principles for State Affordability Programs

1. Invest first and foremost in students from low-income backgrounds

2. Fund non-tuition expenses for students from low-income backgrounds

3. Provide state support through a first-dollar, not last-dollar, approach

4. Include both public 4-year colleges and community colleges

5. Avoid restrictive or punitive eligibility requirements



Page 3

1. 2.

Pell Grant Recipients More Likely to Have Unmet Financial Need

https://www.ihep.org/college-affordability-still-out-of-reach-for-students-with-lowest-
incomes-students-of-color/

https://www.ihep.org/college-affordability-still-out-of-reach-for-students-with-lowest-incomes-students-of-color/
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1. 2.

Students with the Lowest Incomes Need Almost 150% 
of Household Income to Cover College Costs 

https://www.ihep.org/college-affordability-still-out-of-reach-for-students-with-lowest-
incomes-students-of-color/

https://www.ihep.org/college-affordability-still-out-of-reach-for-students-with-lowest-incomes-students-of-color/
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1. 2.

Living Expenses Make Up Half or More of College Costs 
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1. 2. 3.

Recommended Improvements to MASSGrant Plus Expansion

• MASSGrant Plus Expansion meets some of the principles:
• Greatest benefit for Pell-eligible students
• Covers both public 2-year and 4-year colleges
• For Pell-eligible students, covers up to $1,200 in books and supplies

• Recommended improvements
• Cover living expenses 
• Start with Pell-eligible students
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For more information: 

• Diane Cheng, Vice President of Research and Policy, dcheng@ihep.org

• https://www.ihep.org/

Q&A

mailto:dcheng@ihep.org
https://www.ihep.org/

