Massachusetts Articulated System of Transfer (MAST)
Course Equivalency Project

Background
Standard conventions for identifying and recording course equivalencies in the Massachusetts Articulated System of Transfer (MAST)

1. The receiving institution decides when and how a course is accepted as either a course equivalent or an elective equivalent.

2. Initial identification of equivalent courses by MAST staff will use existing databases, catalog descriptions and professional judgment and will be entered into the MAST administrative database. Course information will not be entered into the MAST visual/public database, however, until institutions have certified their approval.

3. All college-level courses in a MassTransfer Block academic area will be reviewed to ensure that they will be properly designated as MassTransfer Block courses or not in the MAST database.

4. A one-semester, all-inclusive course will be considered the equivalent of the first-semester of a two-semester sequence when the first semester course is not a prerequisite for the second-semester course. When the first-semester course is a prerequisite for the second-semester course, the one-semester, all-inclusive course will be listed as a separate course with a separate MAST number. Course content also will be considered.

5. Equivalent courses with differing numbers of credits (for example 3, 4 or 5) will be listed under one MAST number when the course with the larger number of credits contains more of the same activity or content as the courses with fewer credits. When the courses with differing numbers of credits contain different activities or content, the courses will be listed under separate MAST numbers.

6. Equivalent courses with variable credits (for example 1-3) will be accurately reflected in the MAST database depending on how they are accepted by the receiving institution.

7. All equivalent courses that are listed with several numbers in the same academic area at an institution will be listed in the MAST database.

8. Cross-referenced or cross-listed courses (for example, equivalent courses that are listed in two or more academic areas) will be listed in each academic area where the equivalent courses exist at the institutions.

9. Independent study or directed study courses will be created for all academic areas.

10. Meetings of MAST institutional representatives and MAST staff are held three times a year: April, August and December. Institutions are asked to complete all equivalency work for courses in academic areas distributed at one MAST meeting by the next MAST meeting in order for that information to be entered into the MAST visual/public database.

Contact: Paul Raverta, MAST Project Director, praverta@bhe.mass.edu
