
Pathways to Civic Learning Conference:   
Exploring How Civic Engagement Can Increase 
College Success and Close Achievement Gaps

Thursday, June 16, 2016 
Hawthorne Hotel
Salem, MA
Hosted by the Center for Civic Engagement at Salem State University and the 
Massachusetts Department of Higher Education

Keynote Speaker 
John Saltmarsh, Director of the New England 
Resource Center for Higher Education (NERCHE)

John Saltmarsh is the director of NERCHE 
and a faculty member at the University of 
Massachusetts Boston. NERCHE serves 
as the administrative partner with the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching for Carnegie’s elective 
Community Engagement Classification. He 
is the author, most recently, of two co-
edited volumes, Publicly Engaged Scholars: 
Next-Generation Engagement and the 

Future of Higher Education (2016) and To Serve a Larger Purpose: 
Engagement for Democracy and the Transformation of Higher 
Education (2011). He is also the author of numerous articles on civic 
engagement, service-learning, and experiential education. He is an 
associate editor for the Michigan Journal of Community Service-
Learning, and serves on the National Advisory Board of Imagining 
America, a member of the board of the International Association 
for Research on Service Learning and Community Engagement 
(IARSLCE), a member of the Association of American Colleges and 
Universities (AACU).  He holds a PhD in American History from 
Boston University.

This conference was jointly supported by the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education and a Faculty Learning & Leadership 
Grant from The National Education Foundation awarded to Joanna 
Gonsalves and Eric Metchik (Salem State University). 



9:30-10 am Registration, Breakfast, Conversation

10-10:25 am Welcoming Remarks
Patricia McGuire Meservey, President of Salem State 
University, Carlos E. Santiago, Commissioner of Higher 
Education for Massachusetts

10:25-10:45 am Gaining momentum with Civic Learning
John Reiff, Director of Civic Learning and Engagement, 
Massachusetts Department of Higher Education

10:45-11:20 am Civic Learning Study Group Presentation
Joanna Gonsalves (Professor, Salem State University), 
Cate Kaluzny (Service-Learning Coordinator, Middlesex 
Community College), Eric Metchik (Professor, Salem State 
University), and Mark Wagner (Director of the Center for 
Service Learning and Civic Engagement, Worcester State 
University)

11:20-11:35 am Break

11:35 am-12:30 pm Civic Prompts: Roundtable discussions based on 
disciplinary groups
Facilitators: Cynthia Lynch (Director of the Center for 
Civic Engagement, Salem State University) and Cindy 
Vincent (Faculty Fellow for Civic Engagement, Salem State 
University)

Schedule of Events

12:30-1:30 pm Lunch

10-10:25 am Campus Compact Initiatives
Barbara Canyes, Executive Director of Massachusetts 
Campus Compact, Andrew Seligsohn, President of Campus 
Compact

1:30-2:30 pm Keynote Address
Next Generation Engagement: The Rise of Publicly Engaged 
Scholars and What it Means for Higher Education
John Saltmarsh, Director of the New England Resource 
Center for Higher Education

2:30-3:30 pm Campus Support of Civic Learning: Roundtable 
discussions based on institutional groups
Facilitator: Eric Metchik, Professor, Salem State University

3:30-4 pm Closing Remarks
Cynthia Lynch (Director of the Center for Civic Engagement, 
Salem State University) and John Saltmarsh (Director of the 
New England Resource Center for Higher Education)




